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The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE
University Communications 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
Oct. 2, 1992
FEDERAL GRANT TO HELP UM TRAIN 
INDIAN STUDENTS AS EDUCATORS
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana School of Education has landed a three-year, $253,386 grant 
aimed at recruiting and training Native American students as elementary and secondary school 
teachers, guidance counselors and administrators.
The U.S. Department of Education awarded the grant for the Indian Education Personnel 
Development program to Larry LaCounte, a UM adjunct assistant professor of education. He wrote 
the grant proposal with Assistant Professors Deborah Wetsit and Rita Sommers-Flanagan of UM’s 
Department of Educational Leadership and Counseling.
LaCounte will direct the program, which UM began carrying out with Salish Kootenai 
College in Pablo on Oct. 1. Participants will be able to start their course work at SKC and transfer 
those credits to UM or take all their courses at the University. Some graduate courses may be 
offered at SKC or other Flathead Reservation locations, depending upon student need, LaCounte 
says.
He, Wetsit and Sommers-Flanagan drew up the proposal in response to what LaCounte calls 
deplorable statistics regarding the number of Native American educators in Montana -  a state in 
which 9 percent of elementary and secondary school students are Indian.
A survey of the state’s school districts shows that only six of 367 school counselors and 
only three of 203 top school administrators are Native Americans.
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In a report for the White House Conference on Indian Education, which took place earlier 
this year, the authors called the acute shortage of qualified Native American teachers, counselors 
and administrators "one of the most glaring problems in the education of American Indians," 
LaCounte says.
The authors added that few teachers "possess an awareness of the culturally, socially or 
racially different" and that little information is included in teacher training to prepare students to 
teach Native Americans.
The goals of UM’s program include training at least 10 Native American teachers, five 
guidance counselors and five administrators. Another objective is modifying School of Education 
courses to increase students’ sensitivity to culturally diverse populations in general and Native 
Americans in particular.
The grant will also help the education school meet the standards of the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education, which requires that curriculum content and clinical experiences 
relate to culturally diverse populations. The council also requires that the education school’s 
admission procedures encourage recruiting Native Americans, LaCounte says.
In addition, the program meshes with UM President George Dennison’s commitment to 
cultural diversity and the state Board of Regents’ policy on increasing the number of Native 
American students attending college.
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*NOTE TO OUT-OF-STATE EDITORS: If you use any part of this news release in your 
publication, we’d very much appreciate your sending us a copy of the published version.
Contact: UM Adjunct Assistant Professor Larry LaCounte, School of Education, 243-4911
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